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(Plate IIT.) 
[Continued from ‘The Ibis,’ 1873, p. 286*.] 


1874. PETROCHELIDON sPILODERA (Sund.) (= Hirundo al- 
fredi, Hart. Ibis, 1868, p. 152). Prince Alfred’s Swallow. 

Two colonies of these birds now visit us regularly at Pot- 
chefstroom every year, appearing in August. One takes pos- 
session of the Dutch church, building under the eaves; this 
colony consists of about twenty pairs. The other has taken 
up its quarters under the eaves of the Dopper, or dissenting 
Dutch church, at the other end of the town, and, I think, is 
rather more numerous than the first. 


The greatest enemies they have are the small boys, who are | 


continually pelting their nests down, and next to them, the 


* [The specimen included in Mr. Ayres’s list, published in ‘The Ibis’ 
for 1871, p. 147, under the name of Drymeca affinis, proves to have been 
wrongly A by me, and to be referable to D. flavicans (No. 17). 
The present list, in consequence of this error, commences with No. 1874. 
—J, H. G.] 
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White-rumped Swifts, which are very numerous, and are 
always trying to turn them out of their nests, being too lazy 
to build for themselves. 


188. CoryLe patupicota (Vieill.). South-African Sand- 
Martin. 

This species is found here all the year round. 

[Conf. Ibis, 1868, p. 464.—J. H. G.] 


189. Coractas GARRULA, Linn. European Roller. 

The specimen sent is evidently in immature plumage. í 
killed it amongst some bushes about three miles from Pot- 
chefstroom, in the month of December. 

[From the condition of the plumage I should suppose this 
specimen to be about six months old.—J. H. G.] 


190. Merors nusicorpes, Des Murs. Carmine-throated 
Bee-eater. 

The specimen sent was brought from Pindais River, about 
130 miles to the north of Potchefstroom, by Mr. Button, who 
states that there were many of them there together. 


191. CALAMOHERPE BABÆCULA (Vieill.) (=C. graciliros- 
tris, Hartl.: conf. Ibis, 1873, p. 259). Caqueteuse Reed- 
warbler. 

The specimen sent was shot amongst the reeds by the 
river. 


192. MyrmecocicHLta rormictvora (Vieill.). Southern 
Ant-eating Wheatear. 

The specimen sent was shot within a mile of Potchefstroom. 

[ Conf. Ibis, 1868, p. 44.—J. H. G.] 


193. Fiscus cottaris (Linn.). Fiskal Shrike. 
The specimen sent was shot in the town of Potchefstroom. 


194, EUPLECTES xANTHOMELAS (Rüppell). Northern Black- 
and-yellow Bishop-bird. 

The specimen sent (a male in breeding-dress) 1s the only 
one I have seen in Trans-Vaal. It was shot by a young 
Dutchman, and brought to me im the flesh. 

(Cf. Ibis, 1868, p. 51.—J. H. G.] 
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195. AMADINA ERyTHROCEPHALA (Linn.). Red-headed 
Finch. 

These pretty little Sparrows are exceedingly scarce here: 
but a single bird or a pair very occasionally appear. The pair 
now sent were shot in the town of Potchefstroom. 


196. Vipva PRINCIPALS (Linn.). Dominican Widow bird. 
The specimen sent was also shot in the town of Potchef- 
stroom. 


197. ALAUDA controstRis, Sund., Pink-billed Lark. (Plate 
III. fig. 1.) 

The specimen sent (a female) was shot on the flats about 
two miles from Potchefstroom. 


198. MEGALOPHONUS ERytHROcHLAMYs (Strick.). (Plate 
TI. fig. 2.) 

I shot the specimen sent (a female) amongst some rocks 
and stones in a range of low hills some three or four miles 
from Potchefstroom ; it had a peculiar knack of hiding itself 
by creeping over and about the bits of rock. _ 

[This species and the preceding one, having, so far as I 
know, never been figured; a plate of the specimens obtained 
by Mr. Ayres is here given. 

A specimen of M. erythrochlamys which is preserved in the 
late Mr. Strickland’s collection at the Cambridge museum, 
is considerably paler in its tints than Mr. Ayres’s Trans- Vaal 
specimen; but this is probably due in part to the latter having 
been killed shortly after moulting, and whilst its newly ac- 
quired dress was still unfaded.—J. H. G.] | 


199. Curysococcyx cupreus (Bodd.). Didric Cuckoo. 

The two specimens sent were shot in the town of Potchef- 
stroom. 

[ Conf. Ibis, 1868, pp. 168 & 467.—J.H.G.] 


200. COTURNIX pactyLisonans, Bodd. European Quail. 
I think this species is pretty generally distributed ; they are 
tolerably plentiful amongst the grass along the banks of the 
river about five miles from Potchefstroom. 
12 
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201. Gépicnemus cearensis, Licht. Spotted Thicknee. 
The specimen sent was shot within three miles of the town 
of Potchefstroom. 


202. SARCIOPHORUS ALBICEPS, Gould. White-crowned Wat- 
tled Plover (Fraser’s ‘ Zoologia Typica,’ pl. 64). 

This is the only bird of the kind I have ever met with; F 
shot it in a neighbour’s garden; it is a very rare visitant 
certainly. 

Total length 12% inches, bill 14, tarsus 3}, wing 8, tail 4. 

Bill yellow at the base, black at the tip; wattles at the base 
of the bill yellow; iris pearly grey; tarsi and feet pale yel- 
lowish ; wings heavily spurred, first and second quills equal 
and longest; heel wanting. 

Under plumage, rump, basal half of tail and wings, front, 
crown, chin, and collar between the back and the neck pure 
white; first three primaries and tail much tipped with glossy 
black; wing-coverts glossy black; scapulars, tertials, and 
back pale umber-brown; neck and head. ash-colour. 

[This specimen, together with several others, was unfor- 
tunately stolen in transitu from a box sent to me by Mr. 
Ayres; but the description which he has given of it seems to 
me to prove that Mr. Ayres’s identification of the bird was 
correct.—J. H. G.] 


203. CICONIA ALBA, Linn. White Stork. 

This species is a rare visitant ; and though great swarms of 
locusts visit us every year, the Storks do not seem to follow 
them hither. The specimen sent was a solitary wanderer 
stalking about on the open uBR a mile out of Potchef- 
stroom. 


204. HERODIASGARZETTA anim European Lesser Egret. 

This Egret is pretty common in this district, as is the case 
with the two succeeding species also. 

[The specimen sent was in winter plumage, with the bill 
yellow —J. H. G.] 


205. Nycricorax aeyprius (Hasselq.). European Night- 
Heron. 
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206. PLATALEA TENUIROSTRIS (Temm.). Slender-billed 
Spoonbill.. 


207. Isis ærsrorica (Lath.). Sacred Ibis. 

These birds are plentiful, frequenting the swamps in flocks 
of fifty or sixty together ; but I am not aware that they breed 
here. 


208. Limnocorax NIGER (Gmel.). Black Crake. 
This species haunts the reeds and rushes on the banks of 
the Movi river. l 


209. PORPHYRIO smaRAcNnotus, Temm. Green-backed 
Porphyrio. 

These handsome birds are common in some of the swamps 
about Potchefstroom, but generally frequent rather deep parts. 


210. Furca cristata, Gmel. Rufous-knobbed Coot. 
This species is common in Trans-Vaal. 
[ Conf. Ibis, 1868, p. 470.—J. H. G.] 


211. Anas sparsa, Smith. White-spotted Duck. 
This species is found on the Movi river, but is not plentiful. 


212. ANAS xANTHORHYNCHA, Forst. Yellow-billed Duck. 
This is one of the commonest Ducks in this district. 


213. THALASSORNIS LEUcONOTA, Smith. Yellow-throated 
Diving Duck. 

This species 1s very scarce here; the specimen sent was 
shot within a mile of Potchefstroom. 


[The following remarks refer to species which have been 
already recorded by Mr. Ayres as occurring in Trans-Vaal.— 
J. H. G.] 


160. Crrcairus pecrorauts, Smith. Black-breasted Har- 
rier Hagle. 

This Eagle makes its appearance at Potchefstroom every 
winter, though in no great numbers. The specimen sent (an 
adult female) I shot in the town in August from the top of a 
willow tree; its stomach contained lizards and also a large 
toad, swallowed whole. 
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164. HIRUNDO ALBIGULARIS, Strick. Southern White- 
throated Swallow. 

A pair of these Swallows fixed a nest on the side of a beam 
in a deserted building in the town, from which I took three 
eggs; the nest was cup-shaped, or rather like a cup cut per- 
pendicularly down the centre and stuck against the beam; it 
was composed of mud and was open at the top, and lined with 
feathers placed loosely in it. 

The eggs (which I took in December) were much incubated, 
they measured 94 lines in length by 7 in breadth, and were 
white spotted more or less throughout, but especially at the 
obtuse end, with reddish brown of different shades. 


12. HIRUNDO SEMIRUFA, Sund. Rufous-breasted Swallow. 

One of the specimens sent had mud in its mouth when shot, 
which looked very much as if it were breeding somewhere in 
the neighbourhood. I killed it near the river, about two miles 
from Potchefstroom. 


166. Coryte cincta (Bodd.). Brown-collared Martin. 
This species is plentiful here during the summer months. 


83. CISTICOLA cursitans (Frankl.). Fantail Cisticola. 

[I have mentioned (Ibis, 1873, p. 257) my view as to the 
identity of this species with C. terrestris and C. ayresii, and 
now append the measurements of four additional specimens, 
sent to me by Mr. Ayres from Trans-Vaal.—J. H. G.] 


Middle toe 
; Wing. ‘Tarsus. without claw. 
inches. lines. lines. lines. 
Chee 1 113 9 54 
Ch i eaten 1 10 9 oF 
eran 2 1 94 6 
OR ae 1 9 84 53 


146. BALEARICA REGULORUM (Licht.). Southern Crowned 
Crane. 

The specimen sent is the cock bird of the pair that bred in 
a swamp about twenty-four miles from Potchefstroom, and 
from whose nest my friend Mr. Bodenstein obtained for me 
two eggs in December 1871. 

The hen bird this season found another mate and again 
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bred in the same spot, laying three eggs, which Mr. Boden- 
stein has brought me, and which are precisely similar to those 
previously obtained. 

[Conf. anteà, p. 286.—J. H. G.] 


186. RALLUS CÆRULESCENS, Gmel. Caffre Rail. 
This Rail is common in Trans-Vaal. 


187. ORTYGOMETRA PYGMÆA, Naum. Baillon’s Crake. 
One occasionally puts up this Crake whilst Snipe-shooting ; 
but it is not common. 


152. GALLINULA CHLOROPUS, Linn. European Waterhen. 
This species frequents the reedy banks of the Movi river, 
but is not plentiful. 


XIV.—Notes on the Avifauna of the Desert of Sinai and of the 
Holy Land. Part I. By Arexanper W. M. Crark Ken- 
NEDY, F.R.G.S., F.L.S., F.Z.S., &c., Coldstream Guards. 


I reet that some apology is due to the readers of ‘The Ibis’ 
for troubling them with the following rough notes,—first, 
because I fear there will be little value in them, as I was un- 
fortunately obliged to hurry through my journey owing to 
the lateness of the season, arid therefore had but small time 
to make observations on the ornithology of the countries 
through which I passed; and secondly, because the subject 
has been treated in an exhaustive manner im these pages by 
far abler pens than mine, and by far more accurate observers 
and better ornithologists. Among these I need hardly refer 
to the Rev. H. B. Tristram and Mr. C. W. Wyatt. My sole 
reason for offering them to my brother ornithologists is from 
my conviction that there is always some value to be set on 
original observations; and I can only add that these notes 
were made upon the spot, so that they may be relied upon 
as authentic. 

Leaving London on the last day of the year 1869, in com- 
panionship with Mr. Trench Gascoigne, of the Royal Horse 
Guards (Blues), I arrived after a very rough passage through 
the Bay of Biscay, with a lovely run over the blue Mediter- 


